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The Wesley College Documentation Project focused on the four buildings of Wesley College on 

the campus of the University of North Dakota. The buildings stand as connected pairs with Corwin 
and Larimore Halls standing to east and Robertson and Sayre Halls standing to the west. These 
buildings were the original structures of Wesley College before being integrated with the University 
of North Dakota in 1965. The Larimore and Sayre Hall originally served as dormitories until the 
late-1970s when they became offices and laboratory spaces. Corwin Hall housed Wesley College 
offices, classrooms, and a recital hall for music, and, later, the UND Department of Psychology. 
Robertson Hall, which was the last of the four to be constructed, eventually housed the Wesley 
College administration and classroom space before becoming a multipurpose building for the 
University of North Dakota in the 1980s.  

In 2017, the UND administration slated the four buildings for demolition as part of a rapidly 
evolving campus master plan. The buildings has significant deferred maintenance costs, 
Robertson/Sayer lacked an elevator, and the original design of the Larimore and Sayre hall as 
dormitories made them challenging and costly to modify for other purposes. Moreover, their 
associated with Wesley College led some on campus to see them as less than integrated with the 
overall campus plan. Indeed, the Beaux Arts design of the buildings may have fit more neatly with 
buildings dating to the first wave of building on campus that ended with the construction of 
Merrifield Hall and the rise of College Gothic architecture across campus. Whatever the specific 
reasons, the abandonment of Corwin/Larimore Halls during the fall semester of 2017 and of 
Robertson/Sayre in the winter and early spring of 2018, made the buildings available for closer 
inspection without disrupting ongoing campus activities. 

In February 2017, Bill Caraher from UND’s Department of History, recruited 9 undergraduate 
students and one graduate student to a one-credit, honors class to document these buildings more 
intensively. At the time, it was unclear whether the ND State Historic Preservation Office would 
require the University to document the buildings at all or to any specific standard prior to their 
demolition. Fortunately, the staff of the UND Facilities Management office, particular, Brian 
Larson, the Associate Director of Project Management, embraced the project and offered significant 
support. Moreover, when the ND SHPO asked UND to conduct a Level 2 survey of the building, 
UND Facilities Management released the funds necessary for this kind of technical documentation 
as well as drone photography and laser scanning of the exterior of both buildings. Finally, Richard 
Rothaus, Susan Caraher, and Kostis Kourelis have provided distinct levels of support for the 
project.   

The project sought to include students in as many aspects of the project as possible in an effort 
to advance five goals: 

 
1. To document the interior and exterior architecture of the four Wesley College buildings. 
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2. To document a sample of the abandonment assemblages present in the four Wesley College 
buildings. 

3. To write a history of the Wesley College buildings that reflects their past significance and 
contemporary place on UND’s campus. 

4. To collect oral history histories of the building from occupants and individuals familiar with 
the buildings.  

5. To commemorate the history of these buildings, Wesley College, and individuals associated 
with these buildings. 

 
 
Larimore Hall (Preliminary Description) 
 

In Larimore Hall, the original dormitory spaces consisted of two rooms a study room that 
measured 9.5 x 14 and a sleeping room that measured 8.5 x 14. The sleeping room had a 3 x 3.5 ft 
built in closet set against the wall that divide the two rooms and a hallway wall. The sleeping room 
and the study room each had large windows for light and ventilation. The rooms had 10 ft ceilings 
and the doors leading from the hall into the study room had transom windows and purple granite 
thresholds. The sleeping rooms had small windows opening into the hallway. The original floors of 
the rooms and the hallways may well have been 9 x 9 tiles or perhaps painted concrete.  

The major reorganization of the building in the late 1970s often relied upon the original 
dormitory rooms for use as offices. At the same time, new doors were frequently in the hallway 
walls, new drop ceilings were installed to accommodate air handlers, new wiring, and new light 
fixtures. The exterior windows were reduced in size  In some cases, the walls between rooms were 
removed to create larger spaces. On the fourth floor of Larimore, most of the original walls were 
removed and the space was reorganized into lab spaces.  

 
The Third Floor  

 
The rooms on the third floor of Larimore Hall do little to obscure its previous life as a 

dormitory. The original doors to the dormitory suites are marked by transom windows above doors 
with purple granite thresholds that match the granite baseboards in the hallway. The most consistent 
modification to the space involve opening doors to the hall way from the sleeping room of the 
dormitory suites and closing the doors that connected the study rooms from the dormitory rooms. 
Drop ceilings cover air ducts and other pipes that typically run parallel to the hallway walls. Ethernet 
ports and additional electrical outlets appear in many rooms and generally these are on the outside of 
the walls. The central stairwell to the building was converted to an office in 1979 contemporary with 
most of the modifications to this space. Many rooms, however, continue to have the original round 
electrical boxes present on the walls.   

In general, sleeping rooms are back-to-back allowing for a shared plumbing wall.  
 

313 
Office. 9.5 x 14 ft (listed as 137 sq. Feet).  

Description and History. This room is an office that was originally the study room of a two 
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room dormitory suite (Room 201A). The window has been partly enclosed and the transom widow 
of the door to the hall has been replaced with a solid panel and the trim is cut by the drop ceiling. 
The door connecting this space to the sleeping area has been closed. The four rooms at the corner 
of Larimore Hall are larger than the study rooms in the middle of the floor.  

Assemblage: The room contains a contemporary particle board “L-Shaped” table set along the 
north wall and 5 x 2.5 foot wood-topped desk standing in the southwest corner. Two four-draw, 
black metal, filing cabinets and a five-shelf grey metal cabinet are in the southeast corner of the 
room which is interrupted by a 1 x 3 bump out that is likely part of the structure of Larimore Hall’s 
southern wall. The grey metal cabinet has two flatbed scanners and a tangle of power supply cables.   

 
314 
Office. 8.5 x 14 (listed at 115 sq. ft.) 

Description and History. This room is an office that was originally the sleeping room of a two 
room dormitory suite (Room 201B). The door connecting this space to the study room to the south 
has been closed and a new door has been cut through what once was the built-in closet which was 
removed entirely. The office has a drop ceiling. The north wall has a round electrical box associated 
with the original construction.  

Assemblage: The room contains a black aluminum desk with a laminated particle board top 
which stands in the southwest corner of the room. In the northwest corner stands a 6-shelf particle 
board bookshelf. An desk chair and two “banquet-hall style” chairs stand in the middle of the room, 
and an AC unit removed from the wall sits on the floor to the west of the desk along the south wall. 
A tan three-drawer file cabinet sits parallel to the north wall and nearly abutting a 7-shelf grey 
aluminum bookshelf standing next to the door on the east wall. Each shelf on this bookshelf is 
carefully labeled for a kind of research or a particular class.  

 
315 
Office. 8.5 x 14 (approximately 115 sq ft.) 

Description and History: This room is an office that was originally the sleeping room of a two 
room dormitory suite (Room 202B). The door connecting this space to the study room to the north 
has been closed and a new door has been cut through what once was the built-in closet which was 
removed entirely. The office has a drop ceiling. The south wall has a round electrical box associated 
with the original construction. 

Assemblage: The room contains two black aluminum desks with wood-grained laminate particle-
board tops. One is perpendicular to the north wall and the other is against the south wall. A single 
“banquet hall style” chair sits behind the desk perpendicular to the north wall. The windows have 
red and white checked curtains. Both desks have packing flattened boxes on top of them.  

 
316 
Office. 9 x 14 (approximately 130 sq ft.) 

Description and History: This room is an office that was originally the study room of a two 
room dormitory suite (Room 202A). It is slightly smaller than the study room in the suite to the 
south. The window has been partly enclosed and the transom widow of the door to the hall has 
been replaced with a solid panel and the trim is cut by the drop ceiling. The door connecting this 
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space to the sleeping area has been closed. The west wall is painted a dark rose color. 
Assemblage: The room contains two light-colored, wood paneled desks both of which has holes 

cut in their tops for the routing of computer cables. One stands perpendicular to the south wall, 
bisecting the office; the other, smaller desk, stands in the southwest corner of the room. A 7-shelf 
grey metal bookshelf and a two drawer black metal filing cabinet are in the northwest corner of the 
room. Behind this metal bookshelf and partly obscured is a cork bulletin board. A 4-drawer black 
metal filing cabinet stands parallel to the north wall of the office just to the the east of the desk 
leaving a narrow passage between the desk and the filing cabinet. 

 
317 
Office. 8 x 14 ft (112 sq ft.) 

Description and History: This narrow office stands occupies Larimore Hall’s original central 
stairwell. As a result, the office is smaller than the others and lacks any original trim. Like in the rest 
of the building, the window has been partly filled and a drop ceiling installed. Access to the office is 
through a door in the east wall that is offset to the north. The northeast corner of the office is 
occupied by a 2.5 x 2.5 bump-out presumably enclosing duct work.  

Assemblage: The room is crowded with two desks set again the north and south walls. The desk 
against the north wall is black metal with a laminated wood-grained top. The desk in the southwest 
corner is wood and was perhaps an old typing desk. Another smaller wood table is immediately to 
the east of that desk with a wooden chair, and, then, another wood desk is set parallel to the south 
wall and against a 7-shelf, grey metal bookcase. A black metal “banquet-hall style“ chair is under the 
black metal desk along the north wall. The window has red blinds and window air-conditioning unit. 
A laser printer is set against the east wall and the metal shelf contains a stack of DVDs.  

 
318 
Office. 9.5 x 14 (approx. 130 sq. ft.)  

Description and History: This room is an office that was originally the study room of a two 
room dormitory suite (Room 205A). Access to the room from the hallway is through a door on the 
southern side of the east wall. The window has been partly enclosed and the transom widow of the 
door to the hall has been replaced with a solid panel. The room lacks a drop ceiling and features 
florescent lights suspended from the the ceiling. The door connecting this space to the sleeping area 
remains open in the north wall. In existing plans, this room appears slightly smaller than other study 
rooms on this hall. Check this.  

Assemblage: The office is crowded with furniture. There are two large, grey metal desks. One 
stands parallel to the north wall to the east of the door in that wall. The other is against the west wall 
and this desk features a typewriter drawer with a working mechanism that would elevate the 
typewriter The desk along the north wall has a grey office chair with it. The desk on the west wall 
has a “Eames-type” black molded plastic chair on top of the desk and a black vinyl office chair. A 
third desk is set against the east wall to the north of the door accompanied by a dark grey office 
chair. A low, yellow four-shelf metal cabinet is set against the south wall.  

Interpretation: The number of desks in this room suggests it served as a GTA office. 
 

319 
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Office. 8.5 x 14 (approximately 115 sq ft.) 
Description and History:  This room is an office that was originally the sleeping room of a two 

room dormitory suite (Room 205B). This room lacks a door to the hall, but the built-in closet has 
been removed entirely. The office lacks a drop ceiling, but has hanging florescent lights. The north 
wall has a round electrical box associated with the original construction. The window has been 
partially filled in. 

Assemblage: Like room 318, this room has three desks set against the north, south, and east 
walls. The desk along the east wall is particularly impressive measuring 6.5 x 3 ft in size and made of 
a heavy metal. The other two desks are flimsier. One is in black metal and the other grey metal and 
both have laminated wood-grained particle board tops. A bookshelf set against the north wall, an 
office chair, and a pile of boxes containing teaching materials and research complete the assemblage. 

Interpretation: These rooms are the best preserved Larimore Hall dormitory rooms. The 
absence of a drop ceiling and the absence of access to the sleeping room (205B) from the hall 
perhaps limited the suitability of this room as a faculty office. Like 205A this room appears to have 
served as a GTA office. The assemblage of desks from various eras is particular interesting. 

 
320 
Office. 8.5 x 14 (approximately 115 sq ft.) 

Description and History: This room is an office that was originally the sleeping room of a two-
room dormitory suite (Room 207B). The built in closet was removed. The room lacks a door to the 
hall and is accessed through Room 321 (originally 207A). It has a drop ceiling and a partially filled in 
window. The south wall has a round electrical box associated with its original construction.  

Assemblage: This room has a single grey metal desk pushed against the south wall and flanked 
by a grey two-drawer filing cabinet to the east and a grey metal 7-shelf book shelf to the west. In the 
northeast corner stood a tan, four-drawer filing cabinet. The window has red blinds and a air 
conditioning unit. Two “banquet-style” chairs in black metal and fabric are stacked and facing the 
west all. A six-panel solid wood door that might be original provides access to the room, and a 
deadbolt has been installed above the brass doorknob. A vinyl poster for the CARMA (Consortium 
for Advanced Research Methods and Analysis) program at UND was left rolled up on the desk.  

Interpretation: The deadbolt lock on the door and the lack of access from the hallway suggests 
that this room was used perhaps for the CARMA program on campus or some kind of specialized 
research that required limited access. 

 
321 
Office. 10? x 14 (approximately 140 sq ft. Listed as 136). 

Description and History: This room is an office that was originally the study room of a two 
room dormitory suite (Room 207A). The window has been partly enclosed and the transom widow 
of the door to the hall has been replaced with a solid panel and the trim is cut by the drop ceiling. 
The door connecting this space to the sleeping room remains open. The four rooms at the corner of 
Larimore Hall are larger than the study rooms in the middle of the floor.  

Assemblage: This room has a single grey metal desk with a white laminated top pushed against 
the south wall to the east of the door to 207B, and a black vinyl office chair. A two-drawn grey 
metal filing cabinet is in the northeast corner of the room and immediately to its west is a AV cart 
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with a CD “boombox” and a computer keyboard on time, and the monitor for a iMac computer on 
its second shelf. The keyboards all had serial port connectors. There is another keyboard for a 
computer on top of the filing cabinet as well as a tangle of random cables. A round ”banquet hall 
style” table with folding legs leans against the west wall to the north of the main door to this room. 
The window has red blinds and a air conditioner.  

Interpretation: The assemblage present in this room includes some obsolete computer and AV 
equipment suggesting that it did not serve as a faculty office but maybe as the office for a campus 
program. 

 
334 
Women’s Bathroom. 8.5 x 14. 

Description and History: This room is the women’s bathroom and is part of the former study 
room in a two room dormitory suite. This room, 335, and 336 (the original bathroom on this floor) 
have all been rearranged to allow for the addition of a men’s bathroom and to move the bathrooms 
to the end of the hallway. Specifically, the south wall of the two study room of the dormitory room 
208B was removed and a new wall set some 1.5 ft further north and carrying plumbing for both the 
men’s and women’s bathroom. The original door to 208B was removed, but the current door stands 
very close to this door’s original location, and a drop ceiling was installed as well as dividers between 
the stalls, a tile floor, and various bathroom fixtures.  This change occurred in 1979/1980. 

 
335 
Men’s Bathroom. 8.5 x 14. 

Description and History: Like room 334, this bathroom was carved out of the the study and 
sleeping rooms of the 208 dormitory suite. The south wall of the eastern part of the bathroom 
appears to be the original south wall of the sleeping room. The western part of this wall was 
removed and offset 2.5 ft to the south where two sinks were installed. A door to the sleeping room 
(208B) was cut through the wall to provide access from the hallway. A drop ceiling and tile floor was 
installed as well as basic bathroom fixtures. 

 
336 
Office. 9 x 14. 

Description and History: This office was originally the bathroom for the second floor of 
Larimore Hall. This small office accommodates the offset wall of the men’s bathroom which 
projects into the office on the west side of the north wall. The office preserves the original door of 
the bathroom with its now-enclosed transom, purple granite threshold, and trim. The office has a 
drop ceiling and a partly closed window. 

Assemblage: This office has a large laminated, particle board L-shaped desk with a grey fabric 
office chair set along the north wall of the office to the east of the bump out from the adjacent 
bathroom. A wood bookshelf stands along the southern wall of the office in the southwest corner 
and a grey metal cabinet stands against the bump out. Two metal chairs with rose colored fabric sit 
in the entrance to the office. The window has red blinds and an air conditioner. 

Interpretation: In the plans for the 1979 modification, this office is listed as a “graduate student 
office.” It appears, however, that at the point of its abandonment it was used for a single occupant 
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perhaps a faculty member. The rose chairs and red blinds hint at an earlier color scheme for the 
space.   

 
337 
Office: 9 x 14 (approximately 130 sq ft.) 

Description and History: This office is the study room of a two-room dormitory suite (206) and 
slightly smaller than the similar offices at the ends of the halls. The window has been partly enclosed 
and the transom widow of the door to the hall has been replaced by a solid panel but the room lacks 
a drop ceiling and florescent lights hang from the ceiling. The door connecting this space to the 
sleeping room remains open.  

Assemblage: This office is crowded with three desks. Two black metal desks with laminated 
particle board tops stand along the north and south walls. A grey metal desk with a white laminate 
top sits against the west wall near the door. A small refrigerator flanks the desk along the south wall 
between the desk and the outside wall of the room. A bookshelf has been pushed out from against 
the north wall and stands diagonally across the room. Each desk has an wheeled office chair in black 
or grey fabric. The window has red blinds. The garish red carpeting has been pulled back to expose a 
floor of green 9 x 9 tiles. 

Interpretation: This is a GTA office. 
 

338  
Office: 8.5 x 14 (approximately 119 sq ft; listed as 116 sq ft)  

Description and History: This office is the sleeping room of the two-room dormitory suite (206). 
The built in closet was removed. The room lacks a door to the hall and is accessed through Room 
337 (originally 206A). It lacks a drop ceiling and is illuminated by hanging florescent lights. It has a 
partially filled in window. The south wall has a round electrical box associated with its original 
construction. The northwest corner features a 2 x 1.5 ft bump out presumably to accommodate air 
handler ducts. 

Assemblage: This office contains two desks. A black metal desk with a wood-grained laminate 
particle board top stands against the west wall and a grey metal desk with a white laminate top 
against the south wall. A grey metal three-shelf bookshelf is against the north wall. A metal trashcan 
flanks the grey metal desk to the west and the removed pencil drawer from a desk is leaned against 
its east side. Each desk has a black fabric wheeled office chair. The carpet is garish red that is a 
brighter shade then the darker red blinds on the window. 

Interpretation: This is another GTA office. 
 

339 
Office: 9 x 14 (listed as 130 sq ft) 

Description and History: This room is an office that was originally the study room of a two 
room dormitory suite (Room 204A). Access to the room from the hallway is through a door on the 
southern side of the east wall. The window has been partly enclosed and the transom widow of the 
door to the hall has been replaced with a solid panel and its trim cut by the drop ceiling. The door to 
the adjacent sleeping room (204B) has been closed in the wall. 

Assemblage: This office featured a grey metal desk with a lighter beveled pillow-type top pushed 
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against south wall and flanked by a grey, four-drawer filing cabinet and a stereo rack with a built in 
stereo. A small color cathode ray TV sits on the desk. A cork bulletin board is on the wall above the 
desk. The floor is covered with the garish red carpeting and the window has darker red blinds. There 
was, at one time, a white board on the north wall marked with an ink inscription “writing board 
here” and some discoloration.   

 
340 
Office: 17 x 15 (approximately 240 sq ft) 

Description and History: This large office is the combination of the sleeping room from 204 
(204B) and there sleeping room from its neighboring room 202 (202B) into a single space. The main 
wall separating the rooms was removed as were the built-in closets. Access to the room comes from 
a door to the hallway on the room’s southern side. The room has a drop ceiling. 

Assemblage: The room served a graduate student office and contains six desks of various 
descriptions: 2 grey steel desks and a wood desk stand along the east wall, a grey steel desk with a 
light tip along the south wall; a wood desk along the north wall, and a grey steel desk with a tan top 
on the west wall. Each desk has an office chair. There is a five-shelf metal bookshelf in the northeast 
corner. The north wall features a green chalk board and a cork bulletin board. The walls are painted 
yellow, red, and brown which coincide with the colors of the Indians into Psychology Doctoral 
Education program. The blinds are white in this room. There is a pile of papers in the northwest 
corner. 

Interpretation: Originally in the 1979 plans for modifying this building, this room was to 
combine 204A and 204B, but in practice, this room was shifted to the south to combine of 204B 
and 202B.  

 
342 
Office: 8.5 x 14 (approximately 120 sq ft although listed as 138) 

Description and History: This room is an office that was originally the study room of a two 
room dormitory suite (Room 202A). The window has been partly enclosed and the transom widow 
of the door to the hall has been replaced with a solid panel and the trim is cut by the drop ceiling. 
The door connecting this space to the sleeping area has been closed. The four rooms at the corner 
of Larimore Hall are larger than the study rooms in the middle of the floor. The maroon carpeting 
in the room has been pulled back to reveal a floor of tan 9 x 9 tiles. There is a 3.5 x 2 bump out in 
the southwest corner. 

Assemblage: This office featured a black metal desk with a wood-grained laminate top pushed 
into the northeast corner and two tan, four-drawer filing cabinets pushed into southeast corner of 
the room. A table with folding legs and a wood-grained laminate top was pushed against the filing 
cabinets and perpendicular to the east wall of the room. An older computer tower and keyboard 
stands under the table. A black metal and fabric chair is pushed against the east side of the 3.5 x 2 ft. 
bump out. A folding chair rests against the south wall and a cribbage board leans against the west 
wall next to the door.  


