
The Fourth Floor of Larimore Hall 
  
In original form, the fourth floor of Larimore Hall was similar to the second and third floor and 

accommodated 8 two-room dormitory suites and a bathroom accessed by a central staircase on the 
west side. These spaces, however, were extensively modified in 1979 to accommodate the research 
spaces required by the psychology department. In fact, one of the main reasons that the college 
decided to move the department to Larimore Hall was to create spaces suitable to improve the 
research output of the department. The remodeling involve removing most of the original walls of 
the dormitory rooms and their woodwork and doors. The central staircase on the west side was 
enclosed and access to the floor came from a new stair case on the north side of Corwin Hall and a 
stair case and elevator on the north side of Larimore Hall. The central hallway on the fourth floor 
was interrupted by a warren of new “control rooms,” “experiment rooms,” storage rooms and a 
computer room which must have been among the first on UND’s campus. A new hallway was 
installed along the west wall of the floor and the west part of westside the dormitory-suites were 
removed leaving a series of wall scars along the floor and ceiling.  

While the rearrangement of the four floor of Larimore hall fundamentally transformed the 
space, it nevertheless remained beholden to the shadow of its former use. Most of the new east-west 
walls followed the original east-west walls of the dormitory suites. The pair of control rooms (418 
and 417) follow the course of the original phase, central hallway. Beneath their tile floor was the well 
preserved red concrete floor of the original halls with its borders along the hall way walls and bands 
that cross the hallway at each of the supporting pillars. A single door from the original phase of 
Larimore Hall exists with its purple granite threshold and drop ceilings hide the arches across the 
hallways. 

After the major remodeling of the fourth floor, there appears to have been a few minor 
modifications that constitute a third phase. This includes the partitioning of room 433 and the 
transformation of room 432 into an office.  

The abandonment of this space was obviously a chaotic affair. Furnishings, documents, supplies, 
computers, various measuring and recording devices, and equipment remained scattered about the 
space. The objects present reflect the almost 40 years of use of this space for research and a range of 
curations strategies that involved keeping computer equipment beyond the point of obsolescence 
and recycling furnishings that spanned a half-a-century of institutional use from mid-century “Envoy 
chairs” and solid wood tables with folding legs to the study metal desks of the 1960s and 1970s and 
late 20th century laminated tables and office chairs.          

 
 
412 
Room. 18.5 x 14. 
Description and History: This large room represents the combination of a complete two-room 

dormitory suite (302A/B). The dividing wall between the rooms has been removed as has the built-
in closet and the scars are preserved in the plaster above the drop ceiling. The west wall of Room 
412 follows the course fo the west wall of the dormitory suite but may be reconstructed to allow for 
the large observation window to be installed. The door at the southern end of the west wall is not 
the original door to the room nor does it preserve the transom or the purple granite threshold. A 
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square pilaster encroaches on the interior of the room on the northeast corner. The windows were 
partially enclosed. 

Assemblage: The assemblage that remains in this room is large and diverse. The southern wall of 
the room has two wooden table tables and four filing cabinets, one three-drawer black metal filing 
cabinet locked with a chain, two 2-draw metal cabinets and five-drawer cabinet. These tables are 
stacked with largely-obsolete computer equipment, printers, monitors and cabling. A window unit 
air conditioner sits nearby these tables. In the center of the room there are four chairs scattered 
about at random, two of which are wheeled office- chairs and two are less formal chairs, and a 2-
drawer metal filing cabinet. Two more two-drawer filing cabinets are against the north wall and a 
trapezoidal wooden table is pushed awkwardly into northeast corner of the room and a window-unit 
air conditioner rests atop it. An eight-drawer black metal cabinet with a wood-grained laminate top 
stands against the west wall of the room. More computer equipment is scattered about this cabinet. 
The windows are covered in tan blinds. In general, the room is in significant disarray. 

 
413 
Experiment Room. 9 x 9  
Description and History: This office or room is a small “experiment room” that occupies the 

eastern part dormitory suite 301A/B. The dividing wall between the study and sleeping rooms and 
the built-in closet is visible above the drop ceiling. The eastern wall of the room more or less 
coincides with the eastern wall of the original dormitory suite. The room is accessed through a door 
on its southern side and a hallway runs along its southern and western sides. The room has an 
observation window cut into its eastern wall and a 3-inch tube is set into the wall below it 
connecting the room to its eastern neighbor (417) which was carved from the original 4th floor 
hallway. The room has a drop ceiling and a floor of tan 9 x 9 tiles. 

Assemblage: This room is crowded with furniture and stuff. Along the north wall is a folding leg 
wooden table flanked to the east by two four-drawer filing cabinets, one tan and one grey. Stacks of 
paper, a portable fan, and a phone rest on the table, and CRT monitor and scale sits atop the grey 
filing cabinet in the corner of the room. An orange Eames-style plastic chair accompanies this table. 
A computer table sits in the northeast corner of the room and supports another CRT monitor and a 
computer-towers as well as plastic bowls and three keyboards on a lower shelf.  The observation 
window is covered by sheets of 8.5 x 11 paper. 

 
414 
Experiment Room. 9 x 9. 
Description and History: This office or “experimental room” occupies the eastern part of the 

sleeping room of a two room dormitory suite (303A and 301A). The built-in closet was removed as 
was the southern wall of the room which extended west from a pilaster that interrupts the eastern 
wall for Room 414. The wall scars remain visible above the room’s drop ceiling. An observation 
window was cut in the eastern wall of the room. The floor of the room is 9 x 9 tan tiles. 

Assemblage: A folding leg table with a wood-grain laminate top is pushed against the south wall 
of the room. In the southwest corner is a grey metal cabinet and a small grey metal table. There are 
two chairs in the office: one is a blue and chrome chair and the other is a metal and wood “Envoy” 
chair. The cabinet and both tables were strewn with medical scales and other devices designed to 
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allow for measured doses of substances to be placed in capsules. A large canister of what appears to 
be powdered caffeine is also in the room as are empty capsules. There are boxes on the floor filled 
with paper and other materials. The observation window has been covered with 8.5 x 11 sheets of 
white paper.  

 
415 
Control Room. Approximately 6 x 17 ft. 
Description and History: This L-shaped room occupies a section of hallway on the fourth floor 

of Larimore Hall and part of former room 304. As a result, this room also had intrusions from two 
pilasters that defined the original central hallway of the floor. Access to the room came from the 
north side. The room had a drop ceiling and 9 x 9 tile floors. The drop ceiling hides a shallow arch 
The room also had observation windows from room 412, 413, 414, and 440 open onto this room. 
Beneath these windows were 3 inch tubes providing routing for wires between the rooms.  

Assemblage: The room features two large solid wood tables set along the west wall below the 
observation windows. The southern table supports a CRT monitor and has a wood and metal 
“Envoy” chair under it. The other table has a small tangle of cables. In the small eastern alcove is 
home to an “Envoy” chair, a standing lamp, and trashcan stand. A four-drawer grey file cabinet 
stands behind the door in the room’s northwest corner. Another chair is at the entrance to the 
room. All but the observation window into room 412 are covered in brown butcher paper and 
masking tape. A dry erase board hangs on the room’s east wall. 

 
416 
Experiment Room. 8 x 10. 
Description and History: This is a small experiment room carved out of 304A, the sleeping 

room of a two-room dormitory suite. It is accessed from a door in the west side that is to the north 
of the ”L“ of room 415. It features an observation window accessible from Room 415. The room 
features a drop ceiling and tan 9 x 9 tile floors and a partly enclosed window. 

Assemblage. The room is crowded with furnishings. In the northwest corner, an wood and 
metal “Envoy’ style chair rests atop a typing-table with a wood-grain laminate top flanked by a four-
drawer black metal filing cabinet. Opposite this table is another wood and metal typing-table with a 
wood-grain laminate top set perpendicular to the south wall. Another wood and metal “Envoy” style 
chair is pushed beneath it with its back toward the window. This desk is also flanked by a black 
metal four-drawer filing cabinet set perpendicular to the south wall. A two-level typing table with an 
adjustable space for a typewriter sits against the south wall in the southwest corner of the room. It is 
covered with boxes. There was brown fabric office chair near this table. The windows are covered 
with red blinds.  

 
417 
Group Room. 18 x 14. 
Description and History: This large group room is carved out of the study room of 304 and the 

sleeping room of 306A in the original two-room dormitory suite in Larimore Hall. Access to the 
room is from a door in the south wall adjacent to room 416. As a result, the west wall of the room 
follows the course of the original west wall of the dormitory suites. This room also involved closing 
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the door into the sleeping room of 304A in the south wall and the removal of the wall between 304 
and 306 as well as the built-in closet. The north wall of the room follows the same course of the 
north wall of 306A. The room has a drop ceiling that obscures many of the wall scars and two 
windows which have been partially filled in. A digital projector hangs from the ceiling facing a 
screen on the south wall of the room. A support pillar intrudes into the west wall. Observation 
windows open into Room 418 and 422.  

Assemblage: The assemblage in this room is rather sparse including only a trapezoidal table and 
a red metal and fabric chair. A white dry-erase board hangs on the south wall below the hanging 
projector screen.   

 
418 
Control Room. 16 x 6.  
Description and History. Like room 415, this room was carved from the main hallway of the 

fourth floor of Larimore Hall. It is access by doors on its north and south side. The door on the 
north side was largely blocked by furniture, however. The room has two supporting pilasters 
intruding into the space. The east wall has observation windows into room 417 and the west wall has 
observation windows into room 419 and 420. Both walls have 3 inch pipes beneath each window 
allowing for cable access between the rooms. It has a drop ceiling and a floor of 9 x 9 tan tiles. The 
outer door is marked “private.” 

Assemblage: This room has a very diverse and substantial assemblage. Two large wooden tables 
are set along the west wall. The southern table is flanked to its south by a “Eames style” plastic and 
metal chair. A stack of computer boxes flanks the northern table to its north. The tables and the 
spaces beneath is filled with computer equipment some of which dates to the late-1980s as well as 
peripheral devices of use to research and packaging for biological samples. The tables themselves 
preserved an interesting collection of graffiti, most of which relates to student life, fraternities and 
sororities, and popular music groups. There is at least one inked inscription with the date 1964 and 
another which could be 1956. The east wall of the room features a small white board on which is 
written “[Psi] So long 418! Been a great 25 years (1992-2017). R Ferraro.”  Three plastic filing 
folders are attached to the western pilaster. All but the north observation window on the west wall is 
covered by paper. 

Interpretation: It is challenging to know whether the entire assemblage present in this room 
originated in this space. The substantial collection of largely out-dated computers and peripherals is 
not particular surprising for a dedicated research space, but these objects might have been moved to 
this space during the abandonment process. 

 
419 
Experiment Room. 8 x 9.5 
Description and History: This is a small room that is basically similar to 413. It was carved from 

study room 303 in a two-room dormitory suite. Its east wall follows the course of the hallway wall 
and its north wall is the southern wall of the central stairwell which was filled in during the 
renovations. The south wall of the room follows the south wall of the dormitory and the door to the 
corridor that provides access to the Experiment Room is essentially in the same place as the door to 
the sleeping room of suite 303 (303A). The west wall of the room is new. The east wall of the room 
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has an observation window to Room 418 and a 3-inch pipe to allow cables to pass between the 
rooms. It has a drop ceiling and floor of 9 x 9 tiles. A square supporting pilaster intrudes into the 
northeast corner of the room. 

Assemblage: The room is cluttered. A trapezoidal wood table sits diagonally across the room and 
a grey metal table with rubberized top is pushed into the northwest corner of the room parallel to 
the north wall. A USB-computer keyboard sits on the table. There is a tan, metal, four-drawer filing 
cabinet in the southwest corner of the room. Three “Eames-style” plastic chairs scattered through 
the room and a grey, wheeled office chair. The observation window is covered with brown butcher 
paper.  

 
420 
Experiment Room. 8.5 x 8 
Description and History. This room is a near twin of room 419. It stands on the western part of 

what was Larimore Hall’s central stairwell which has been filled in with a slab. The north and south 
wall are the walls of the stairwell, and the east and west walls were installed in the 1979 renovation. 
Access is from a door in the west wall of the room. The room has a 2.5 x 2 ft bump out in the 
southeastern corner of the room. The room has an observation window in its east wall that opens 
onto Room 418. It has a drop ceiling and a tile floor with tan 9 x 9 tiles. It is marked “Private” on 
the outside. 

Assemblage: This room has a simple assemblage of two tables and a file cabinet. A trapezoidal 
table is pushed against the east wall of the room, beneath the observation window which has orange 
curtains hanging from a curtain rod. On the table stands a computer tower and a flat screen TV with 
a keyboard. A sturdy, all wood desk is pushed against the south wall. It is flanked to the east by a 
tan, four-drawer file cabinet. A series of clear plastic filing baskets (?) are affixed to the south wall 
above the table.  

Interpretation: The tidy and uncluttered appearance of this room suggests that it was in use until 
quite recently.  

 
422 
Storage. 9 x 11. 
Description and History: This room is marked as a storage room on the 1979 plans for the 

building’s renovations. It occupies the eastern side of the study room of the two room dormitory 
suite 305 and the hallway. It is accessed by a door on its west side and a door that provides access to 
room 418 as well as a door that provides access to room 422A. The door to room 422A is the only 
preserved original doorway from the fourth floor of Larimore Hall. It includes a now-enclosed 
transom that was cut by the drop ceiling in room 422, and purple granite threshold. The north wall 
of the room perceives the supporting pilasters that flank the space that was the central hallway of 
Larimore Hall and the arch running between these pilasters across the hallway is visible above the 
drop ceiling. The western pilaster is covered in a 1.5 x 2 ft bump out to enclose ventilation ducts. 
Curiously, there is a sink on the north wall of the room that was installed in 1979. 

Assemblage: This room had a particular dynamic assemblage as it appears to have served as both 
a storage space before and during abandonment of the building. A long table with a brown, wood 
grain laminate top and folding legs sat parallel to the north wall of the room. A wide array of 
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computer equipment sits atop this table including CRT monitors, inject printers, serial-port 
keyboards, computer speakers, and assorted cables. The center of the room is filled with stacked 
metal and fabric office chairs, CRT monitors, piles of keyboard and computer speakers, cables, 
printers, and other computer detritus. There is a TV cart pushed against the west wall of the room, 
another row of CRT computer monitors along the north wall and a metal cabinet pushed against the 
door to room 418.  

Interpretation: This room represents a space of provisional discard largely of computer 
equipment that was obsolete by the time of abandonment. During the abandonment process more 
and more equipment was moved to this room where the hard drives were removed. The ultimate 
fate of this pile of e-waste remains unknown at this time.  

 
422A 
Computer Room? 9 x 14. 
Description and History: This room has a more complex history than many on this floor. It 

originally was the study room of a two-room dormitory suite (306). The original purple granite 
threshold and transom window is preserved in its west wall entrance. The north wall appears to be 
the original north wall of the dormitory room, but was cut for an observation window into Room 
417. The south wall appears to follow the course of the south wall of the dormitory room but it is 
not the same wall. The 1979 demolition plan for this room clearly show that this wall was removed. 
That the current wall cuts the radiator installed along the outside, east wall of the room indicates that 
it was reconstructed at some point after the original demolition work. Its course, however, follows 
the same course as the original wall for the dorm room. The window is partly filled in. There is a 
drop ceiling and, unlike most of this level, a grey carpet floor. A bundle of cables runs through the 
west wall of the room into Room 422. 

Assemblage: There are two l-shaped particle-board desks with light-colored wood-grain laminate 
tops in the northwest and southeast corner and a particle-board table with folding legs and a 
laminated brown wood top is pushed against the south wall beneath the observation window. The 
table in the southeast corner had two metal and grey fabric chairs stacked on top of it and metal and 
grey-fabric wheeled office chaired pushed underneath it. The northwest table had a similar office 
chair nearby and some abandoned plastic boxes scattered about. The long table with folding legs 
along the south wall of the room supports an assemblage of discarded computer and office supplies. 
The entire room is in relative disarray with boxes of research posters, trash, and other detritus 
scattered about. 

Interpretation: This room appear appear tidier and more functional than the chaotic situation 
preserved in Room 422. It may indicate that it had been in use more recently than 422. 

 
423 
Experiment Room. 8.5 x 13. 
Description and History: This room is labeled on the 1979 demolition plan as an Experiment 

Room. It occupies the eastern part of the sleeping room of a dormitory suite from Larimore Hall 
(305A) and the entire width of the adjacent hallway. As a result, the eastern part of the south and 
north walls are original to the room as is the eastern wall, which is the western wall of another 
dormitory room (309). The built-in closet has been removed. Access to the room comes from a 
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door on its west wall. An observation window into Room 433 is cut in the eastern wall of the room. 
The north wall of the room features both a support pillar that had originally stood on the western 
side of the central hallway that has been expanded to serve as a ventilation duct. The northeast 
corner of the room preserve the support pillar from the eastern side of the hallway. The arch 
spanning the two pilasters is visible above the drop ceiling. There is a purple carpet on the floor that 
leaves exposed the underlying tan 9x9 times along the eastern wall. 

Assemblage: The assemblage in this room is relatively sparse. There is a trapezoidal table pushed 
against the south wall flanked by an office chair. Against the north wall are two tall, white particle 
board cabinets which small scales and rubbing alcohol inside suggesting that they stored medical 
supplies. To the east of these cabinets was a CRT television on a short wood TV stand. 

 
424 
Experiment Room. 8.5 x 13 
Description and History: This room occupies the eastern part of the sleeping room of the 

dormitory suite 307(A) and the width of the central hallway in Larimore Hall. It is almost identical in 
size and shape to Room 423. The north and south walls of the room follow the north and south 
walls of room 307A, and the east wall is the east wall of the hallway. Two support pillars for the 
hallway encroach on the south side of the room and the arch that ran between the pillars over the 
hall is preserved above the drop ceiling. Access to 424 is through the north wall in the approximate 
location of the original door between the sleeping room and the study room in the dormitory. There 
is an an observation window into 433. The floor is carpeted except for on the western side where 
the tan 9x9 tiles remain exposed. 

Assemblage: The assemblage present in this room consists of a black-metal desk with a dark-
wood grained particle-board laminate top. There are four chairs in the room: a brown leather and 
metal chair, a metal and grey fabric office chair, a wood and metal “Envoy” style chair in the 
southwest corner of the room, and a “Eames style” plastic chair.  

 
432 
Experiment Room. 10 x 10. 
Description and History. This room occupies the study room of a two-room dormitory suite 

located at the northeastern corner of Larimore Hall (308). Access to the room comes from a western 
door.  According to the 1979 plan, there was an observation window into room 433, but this 
window is partly filled in. The southwestern corner of the room is occupied by a 3 x 2.5 ft bump out 
for a ventilation duct. The window is partly filled in. There is a drop ceiling and the floor is covered 
by 9 x 9 tiles. 

Assemblage: The room has two tables: one in the northeast corner and the other against the 
south walls. They are both solid wood desks and with grey metal folding legs. The northern table 
supported two CRT type computer monitors, a Mac and a PC, and was flanked by a four-drawer 
grey filing cabinet and a green metal chair is at the table. The table on the south wall supports 
another transparent all-in-one iMac and has a plastic “Eames style” chair. A transparent all-in-one 
iMac sits beneath the table. Shelving is attached to both the north wall, and the south wall of the 
bump out as well as the west wall of the room. On the shelving on the north wall are some office 
supplies, but otherwise the room is tidy. The windows are covered with red blinds. 
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433  
Telecommunications Room. 7.5 x 9 
Description and History. This small room was carved out of the sleeping room of a dormitory 

suite, but only occupies the eastern most section of the room. The north and south walls of the 
room more or less follow the course of room 308A. In the 1979 modifications to the building, this 
room was the northern part of a large room marked “computer room” on the plan. It appears that 
the southern wall was re-installed at some point after 1979 with dry wall which did not continue to 
the ceiling exposing studs. It likely runs about 1.5 ft further to the north than the original wall. The 
observation window from room 432 closed by a piece of plywood. The western wall of room 433 
and 433A creates a short hallway that runs to the east of Room 424 and provides access to 434. 
Access to room 433 comes from a door in its west wall which is usually locked. The window has 
been completely enclosed. There is no drop ceiling and the floor is covered with carpet. 

Assemblage: The assemblage consists of a telecommunications stack in the northeastern corner 
and a folding chair in the southwestern corner. A plastic broom leans against the wall in the 
northwest corner. Bundles of cable are attached to all the walls. 

 
433A 
Room. 10.5 x 14 
Description and History. This room consists of the former bathroom on the fourth floor of 

Larimore hall, although the wall in room 433 is likely offset to the north making this room a bit 
larger than the original bathroom. The south wall follows the original south wall of the bathroom 
and the west wall follows the east wall of the central hallway. Access to the room is through a north 
facing door entered via a short hallway to the west of 433. The room has two observation windows 
in its west wall, one from room room 424 into the hallway and one from 423 and into room 433A. 
A support pillar from the hallway encroaches into this room between the two observation windows. 
The window of the room is partly filled it. The room has tan tile floors covered with 9 x 9 tile and a 
drop ceiling. 

Assemblage: The room has four tables. A large solid wood table is under the southern 
observation window in the west wall. Two tables with folding legs and dark wood laminated tops are 
against the south wall of the room. A grey metal desk with a light top is against the north wall. There 
is a white, laminated particle board closet which opens to the east set perpendicular to the north 
wall. There are two chairs in the room: one is a grey fabric office chair with a wheeled base and one 
is a wood framed chair. There is a random collection of audio tapes on the desk facing the north 
wall. Red blinds cover the partly in-filled window.  

 


