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The Corinthian Periphery 
William Caraher 

 
Introduction  

 
The Corinthian periphery during the Roman period represents one of the most thoroughly 

investigated landscapes of the ancient Mediterranean world. For over a century archaeologists 
based at the sites of Ancient Corinth and later Isthmia conducted systematic investigations 
designed to explore the connections between both the city and its chora and also the Corinthia to 
the broader Mediterranean. As early as the first volume in the venerable Corinth excavation 
series, archaeologists explored the larger Corinthia retracing the footsteps of ancient travelers 
from Pausanias to Apuleius’s fictional Lucius and St. Paul. Excavations at the ancient harbors of 
Lechaion and Kenchreai (and the neighborhood of Koutsongilla) and at the Panhellenic 
sanctuary of Isthmia continue to add major nodes to the landscape. Extensive and intensive 
surveys, notably the work of James Wiseman, Timothy Gregory, and the scholars associated with 
the Eastern Korinthia Archaeological Survey, have further contributed to our understanding of 
the Corinthian landscape during the Roman period. This work has populated the spaces between 
the sites with villas, farmsteads, roads, cemeteries, quarries, and religious sites.  

The following chapter will offer a survey of work on the Corinthian countryside. It will 
follow the definition provided by David Pettegrew in his recent monograph on the Corinthian 
Isthmus. Pettegrew, recognizing that the territory under the political control of the city of Corinth 
varied over time, but also that the area most proximate to the city had the greatest immediate 
connection to the city itself, limited his treatment to the Isthmus of Corinth. He defined this 
territory as bounded by the Geraneia mountains to the North and the line formed by Mt. Oneion 
and Acrocorinth to the south of the site. The harbor towns of Lechaion and Kenchreai form the 
western and eastern extent of city’s immediate chora respectively. This definition also largely 
coincided with the boundaries of the Corinth’s chora during the Archaic and Classical period, 
which, of course, would not have necessarily coincided with its boundaries during the Roman 
period, but nevertheless offers a useful way to understand the countryside with regular social and 
economic connections to the urban core during the first four centuries of our era.  

The major settlements within this territory, especially Lechaion and Kenchreai, were not 
politically independent and depended on had close economic, social, and religious ties to the city 
of Corinth both historically and in the Roman period. These settlements, as well as the 
Panhellenic sanctuary at Isthmia and numerous other small sites in the region, benefited from 
their situation at the intersection of east-west and north-south routes through the area as well as 
the arable land provided by the Isthmus itself. Among the region’s most enduring features is the 
ancient drag-way called the diolkos which apparently made possible the transporting of ships 
from the Saronic to the Corinthian Gulf across the narrowest point of the Isthmus. In fact, the 
Corinthia’s distinctive situation at the intersection of east-west across the Mediterranean and 
north-south routes through Greece emboldened Donal Engels to argue that the city of Corinth 
and its hinterland represented a “service city.”  In his estimation, the Corinthia’s prosperity 
emerged from serving the needs of travelers through the area, their payment of tolls and other 
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fees, notably for the use of the diolkos, and the role that merchants played in maintaining a vast 
and largely stable market for the region’s relatively modest agricultural outputs.  

Most scholars today remains unmoved by Engels’ distinct assessment of Corinthian 
prosperity. Furthermore many advance convincing arguments that the regular movements of 
good across the Isthmus, much less regular movements of ships across the diolkos, shaped the 
Corinthian economy in significant ways. Engel’s book nevertheless reflected the widely held 
understanding that the position of the city and its immediate hinterland at the intersection of 
interregional routes created a unique set of circumstances that shaped its development once it 
became integrated in the Roman Empire. A Roman example, that may well anticipate later views 
of the territory, involved the transporting of ships across the Isthmus by the Roman general 
Marcus Antonius on his way to suppress the Cilician pirates in 102 BC. This appears to have had 
such an impact on local residents for them to commemorate it in heroic verse (Pettegrew 2011, 
567; Gebhard and Dickie 2003, 275). Perhaps the memory of such a heroic feat inspired the 
Emperor Nero’s ambitious but failed efforts to excavate a canal through the Isthmus in the 1st 
century and Theodosius II more successful effort to construct a wall across its width in the early 
5th century. These gestures reflect the significance of the Corinthian chora to affairs that extended 
well beyond the city of Corinth itself. Thus the region’s situation as “the crossroads of the 
Mediterranean world,” as David Pettegrew calls it, contributed to the significance of the city of 
Corinth as much as the countryside shared in the fate of the city itself. At the same time, it is 
important to realize that these celebrated events were extraordinary and the major settlements, 
routes, and even humble farmsteads that connected the Corinthia to the city itself shaped the 
daily life of region’s residents in altogether more mundane, but no less archaeologically visible 
and significant ways. This contribution will acknowledged the impact of outside forces on our 
view of the Corinthia, while also seeking to emphasize the bustling character of the territory 
itself.  

 
The Sites 

 
Three major sites stand out in the immediate hinterland of the city of Corinth: Kenchreai and 

Isthmia in the Eastern Corinthia and Lechaion facing westward on the south coast of the 
Corinthian Gulf. Archaeological work at these sites remains ongoing and continues to produce  
new scholarship, synthetic works, and sometimes productive debates. Scholars have shown 
particular interest in understanding the development of the sites during the Roman period 
especially in the centuries following Caesar’s re-founding of the city of Corinth in 44BC. 
Kenchreai and Lechaion, in particular, represent largely Roman period towns whereas the 
Panhellenic sanctuary at Isthmia where monuments its illustrious Greek past continued to stand, 
nevertheless appears to have enjoyed a significant facelift associated, it would seem, with the re-
establishment of the Isthmian games in the first century AD. The transformation of these sites 
four centuries later likewise attracts continued attention and debate. The impact of the military 
and political turmoil of the third and fourth centuries, the shifting character of ancient religious 
life, changes in the nature Roman urbanism, and emergence of new economic relationships left 
traces across sites in the Corinthian chora as surely as they impacted the city itself. Thus the first 
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four centuries AD would appear to offer a narrative arc brackets by evidence for the re-
emergence of the Corinthian countryside and its transformation at what generations of scholars 
regarded as “the end of antiquity.” Indeed, Oscar Broneer himself, whose work at Corinth and 
Isthmia has left an indelible mark   

 
Isthmia 

 
The Panhellenic sanctuary to Poseidon appears to have been abandoned after the Mummian 

sack of the city of Corinth in 146BC after which the games were transferred to the city of 
Sikyon. Gebhard, following Broneer, reasonably suggest that the games were held in that city 
and the Sanctuary of Poseidon lay abandoned. It would have been after 146BC and the 
abandonment of the sanctuary that the “long altar” associated with the temple is destroyed to 
make way for a road connecting Corinth and the harbor at Schoinous (Gebhard and Dickie 2003, 
270). Gebhard and Dickie note in their survey of the history of the sanctuary between 200 and 
44BC that the construction of this road (including cut wheel ruts) indicated that Corinth 
remained a key place in the Corinthian landscape which either suggests that the abandonment of 
Corinth was not as absolute as sometimes thought (see James 2019) or that the site of Corinth 
remained a central node in the regional economy and road system.  The restoration of the games 
and the sanctuary appears to have occurred sometime around the middle decade of the 1st century 
AD.  The recent publication of the Roman pottery from the sanctuary by John Hayes and 
Kathleen Slane appears to confirm this with the majority of material from the sanctuary dating to 
the first through third century AD (Hayes and Slane 2022). The scholarship from Isthmia reveals 
that the site saw maintenance, modification, and even expansion throughout the first three 
centuries AD. A shrine to the hero Palaimon is among the most notable monuments for this 
period. It appears to date to the mid first century AD. The shrine may well replace an earlier 
monument to the child-hero whose mythical burial at the site may have formed part of the site’s 
etiology (Gebhard and Dickie 1995). This monument provided some of the earliest 
archaeological evidence for the restoration of the sanctuary to Corinthian control and the 
restarting of the Isthmian games at the site (Gebhard 1991). It may have been part of a larger 
renovation of the sanctuary perhaps intended to coincide with Nero’s interest in the Isthmus 
which culminated with his failed attempt to construct a canal. In fact, Gebhard has argued that 
the entire sanctuary saw significant landscaping and the theater was renovated during in the mid 
first century (Gebhard 1991). Gregory and Mills published a monumental gate of a similar  date 
which evidently marked the entrance to the Peloponnesus and was preserved into later periods 
when it was built into the Northeast Gate of the Hexamilion Wall (Gregory and Mills 1984). 
Another major phase of remodeling occurred in the Antonine period and featured a lavishly 
decorated Roman bath (Gregory 1995).  

The excavations at the Roman bath, which featured a massive monochrome figural mosaic 
and walls covered with marble revetment, offers a window into the later history of the sanctuary. 
Ultimately the the north wall of the Roman bath is built into the Theodosian Hexamilion wall 
which likely dates to the beginning of the fifth century. The bath itself, however, appears to have 
remained in use until the end of the fourth century on the basis of ceramics found in the furnaces 
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and in drains in the building. This date roughly coincides with the last literary reference to the 
sanctuary as a cult site in Oration 14 of Libanius (Rothaus 2000, 84ff). This appears to date about 
a century later than evidence from areas of the site more closely associated with the traditional 
cultic life of the sanctuary (and indeed sanctuary sites closer to the city of the Corinth). Gregory 
offers a way to reconcile this discrepancy when he suggests that by the middle 4th century large 
scale cult activities had given way to more informal practices which would have left a far less 
visible traces in the archaeological record. The distribution of lamps, for example, across the 
entire sanctuary may suggest simpler and perhaps even more personal devotional practices 
continued for over a century after the end of formal cult activity.    

 
Kenchreai 

 
It is beyond a doubt that the Corinthia and the neighborhood of Isthmia remained a “busy” 

place throughout the first four centuries AD. Recent and ongoing research at the settlement site 
of Kenchreai confirms this. The majority of the harbor installation appears to be Roman in the 
date. Excavations at the harbor have revealed the remains of a bustling and apparently well-off 
harbor town. An elaborate villa with a view of the sea stood on the north mole of the harbor 
dating to the first century AD, but continuously modified over the three succeeding centuries. 
The south mole featured what is likely a more public building initially identified at as an Iseion 
by the excavator in an effort to reconcile the archaeological remains with reports in  Pausanias 
and the famous conversion of Lucius in Apuleius’s second century novel (Scranton Kenchreai I). 
Another influence is the famous discovery of over a 100 opus sectile glass panels depicting 
Nilotic and harbor scenes (hence the connection to an Iseion) as well as officials, poets and 
philosophers, and deities. These spectacular panels date to the fourth century and the excavators 
discovered them amid fragments of the wooden crates in which they were delivered to the site. 
The frequency of Nilotic scenes in fourth century iconography mitigates against any 
interpretation of these spectacular panels that insists they be associated with a sanctuary to Isis. 
Rothaus suggested that the building might be a fountain court, or a Nymphaeum, but it could also 
be part of another lavish private residence or even a Neoplatonic school (Rothaus 2000). The 
presence of column inscribed with the word ORGIA, found in the destruction levels covering the 
fifth century basilica style church installed on the south mole, provides the best evidence for the 
worship of Isis at Kenchreai as the excavator understood the term orgia to be an epithet for Isis. 
Rife argued on the basis of letter forms the this inscription dates to fourth or fifth century which 
demonstrates the persistence of non-Christian cult activities well into the Late Antique period. 
Unfortunately, the location of this column in a secondary context makes it impossible to say any 
more about the cult of Isis at Kenchreai during this period. The column, the glass panels, and the 
elaborate and well-appointed buildings on the north and south moles nevertheless contribute to 
the image of a prosperous and fashionable Roman town.    

The most significant contribution to our understanding of the settlement at Kenchreai comes 
from Joseph Rife and Eleni Korka’s publication of their recent excavations at on the Koutsongila 
ridge which extends from the north of the excavated harbor site. This peripheral area served as a 
cemetery, a thoroughfare, and the site for elaborate buildings with possible residential and ritual 
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functions. The cart road that passes through this area presumably connects the town of Kenchreai 
to the larger world of the Isthmus (and beyond) and a traveler would have passed through a 
cemetery where they might discern the social organization of the community and encountered 
varying levels of prosperity, prestige, and family relations. Among the most spectacular of the 
monuments recently published by Rife and Korka is a lavishly decorated octagonal building 
dating to the fifth century AD which the excavators propose to be either a monumental tomb or a 
chapel, perhaps for the veneration of a local martyr or holy figure. This building, along with the 
Christian basilica installed in the fifth or sixth centuries on the south mole of the harbor reflects 
the continued investment in the religious landscape of Kenchreai into the Late Roman period.  

It is natural that scholars gravitate toward discussions of the evidence for religious life at 
Kenchreai owing to its appearance in the New Testament as the home of the deaconess Phoebe 
and the city’s festival to Isis role as the backdrop to Lucius miraculous transformation from 
donkey to human in Apuleius’s novel. Rife pulls together fragmentary archaeological evidence to 
demonstrate the presence of cults to Dionysos and to Pan in the neighborhood of Kenchreai (Rife 
2010). An inscription refers to a certain Paulina who served as basket-bearer presumably in the 
cult of Dionysos. It was set up by her parents, C. Heius Agathemerus and Terentia, who were 
members of a prominent Corinthian and Peloponnesian family (Rife 2010, 415). While the 
presence of these cults is unsurprising, this evidence contributes further to our understanding of 
Corinthian life outside of the city of Corinth itself.  

 
Lechaion 

 
The final major site of the Corinthia is the western harbor of the city of Corinth. Unlike 

Isthmia and Kenchreai, excavations at Lechaion have almost exclusively focused on the Late 
Roman remains of the harbor town including the settlement and the massive 5th or 6th century 
basilica style church. As with Kenchreai, a literary account provides a possible window into life 
in 1st century Lechaion. Plutarch’s Dinner of the Seven Wise Men was set in Lechaion in the age 
of Periander, but most scholars agree that the bustling backdrop depicted in this text owes much 
to Plutarch’s own familiarity with the harbor city. Plutarch describes taverns, temple precincts 
dedicated to Aphrodite and Poseidon, a gymnasium and park near the sea. Most importantly, 
Plutarch records the presence of a road connecting the harbor to the city of Corinth and Strabo 
writing around the same time, notes the long walls connecting the harbor to the city of Corinth 
remain visible. Today, massive dredge piles dominate the harbor site. These piles almost 
certainly derive from the excavation of an inner harbor area in antiquity. A small rectangular 
foundation remains visible on a small rise in the marshy area that was once the inner harbor. The 
date of it is unclear, but is likely Roman.  In general the archaeological evidence associated 
Lechaion in the first four centuries, however, remains scant. [Insert something on the Roman stoa 
noted by Pallas.] 

What is known about Roman Lechaion largely derives from studies of the harbor itself 
conducted by a number of geoscientists over the last three decades. The main point of contention 
in their work appears to revolve using core samples to determine the nature and date of 
catastrophic events at the harbor. One of these tsunami events has been argued to date to the first 
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century AD and perhaps have triggered a major renovation of the harbor. While matter of 
tsunamis evidence remains unresolved, recent archaeological work at site by the The Lechaion 
Harbor and Settlement Land Project has excavated the remains of a civic basilica with Augustan 
and later first century phases. This would loosely coincide with the date that Rothaus has 
proposed for the renovation of the harbor’s two moles and with a period of investment noted at 
other sites in the Corinthia. 

 
The Routes 

 
As the previous section demonstrated, the relationship between the sites of Lechaion, 

Kenchreai, and Isthmia to the city itself is at least partly chronological. Julius Caesar’s founding 
of the colony Colonia Laus Julia Corinthiensis likely triggered a major influx of settlers to the 
region which was further expanded decades later with the settlement of Augustan veterans. As 
we have seen, the growing population of the city and its countryside is archaeologically visible in 
the earliest Roman phases at Isthmia as well as in the harbor area of Kenchreai and Lechaion.  
These developments reflected not only increased imperial interest in the region, but also the 
needs of new settlers who began to transform the Corinthia to suit their needs as both residents of 
the Roman world and as denizens of a landscape laced with road ways, monuments, and history.  

 
Centuriation 

 
Perhaps the most obvious connection between the city of Corinth and its Roman countryside 

was the pattern of land tenure and efforts to reorganize the space to prepare it for Roman settlers. 
While there remains some debate when the initial efforts at centuriation occurred, David Romano 
has demonstrated that by the time of the founding of Caesar’s Colonia Laus Julia Corinthiensis 
in 44BC the Romans had surveyed and divided Corinthian territory to make it available for 
settlers, and, more important, made it possible to impose a cadaster which would facilitate the 
taxation of the territory. Evidence for this centuriation remains visible in the modern and ancient 
landscape with the Lechaion Road connecting Corinth with the port of Lechaion forming the 
Cardo Maximus which was presumably the inspiration for Plutarch’s dinner companions as they 
traveled from Corinth to the harbor town. Romano argues that a second centuriation of 
Corinthian territory occurred during the reign of Vespasian. Traces of this remain visible not only 
in contemporary Corinthian field boundaries, but also in the orientation of buildings at the 
sanctuary of Demeter and Kore in Corinth itself where buildings constructed around 70AD 
appear to respect a new line of orientation. Romano plausibly suggests that this centuriation, 
which appears to include a much larger area that the earlier effort coincided with Vespasian’s 
founding of a new colony at Corinth, Colonia Julia Flavia Augusta Corinthiensis, and ending 
Nero’s policy of exempting Greek cities from taxation. Pettegrew notes that we should not 
confuse the centuriation of the Corinthia with its resettlement after the disruptions of the 
Hellenistic period and stressed that episodes of investment, more intensive settlement, and 
economic develop appear to have occurred periodically in the Corinthian countryside. The 
pattern observed in the Corinthia nevertheless has parallels with patterns present at other Roman 
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colonies in Greece (Pettegrew 2016, 148).  
 

Routes and Roads  
 
The centuriation of the Corinthian chora provided public rightaways for roads that connected 

the city center to its rural hinterland (Romano 2003). These roads superimposed themselves not 
only on the natural passages through the Corinthian hinterland, but also responded to long 
standing and newly introduced needs of Corinthian residents. The best known of these roads, the 
diolkos, was long thought to be a drag-way used to transfer ships across the Isthmus. The only 
preserved and excavated section of this road is on the western side of the Isthmus near the mouth 
of the 19th century canal. While Pettegrew’s work has cast doubt on its use for transferring ships 
between the gulfs, the paved road almost certainly served not only to transport goods to and from 
the Corinthia as well as to the sanctuary at Isthmia during the Classical, Hellenistic, and into 
Roman the Roman period. Nero’s futile efforts to construct a canal across the Isthmus appears to 
have respected the need for a road along the eastern side of the Isthmus, presumably connecting 
the site of Isthmia with a harbor near Schinous. A gap between spolia piles allowed for travelers 
to pass through the excavations of the canal while they were taking place and perhaps anticipated 
a crossing in the area. This route may have entered the Peloponnesus through the Roman gate of 
Neronian built into the Byzantine fortress at Isthmia.  

Pettegrew cautions against interpretations of the Corinthia that are overly dependent on its 
situation as a crossroads for east-west and north-south travel through the region. Gebhard and 
Dickie noted that regional byways such as the Hellenistic road that ran through the long altar at 
the sanctuary of Poseidon not only reveal the persistence of the city of Corinth as a “central 
place” in the Corinthia even after its destruction, but also ongoing investments in the 
infrastructure designed support the rural economy. It is possible that this road linked the 
sanctuary with the harbor of Kenchreai and perhaps anticipated the road documented in Rife and 
Korka’s recent excavations at Koutsongila north of the harbor. Kenchreai would have also stood 
astride a major north-south corridor linking the “the Skala,” which connected the Peloponnesus 
with the Megarid and Attica along the eastern side of the Isthmus, to roads heading to smaller 
settlements that dotted the inland valleys and rugged coast of the southeastern Corinthia and the 
Epidauria and the Argolid beyond. James Wiseman’s extensive survey of the Corinthia offers the 
most comprehensive study of the roads in the region. He traced the major routes that linked to 
the city of Corinth by a longstanding road that entered the city through the Kraneion gate. This is 
presumably the road traversed by St. Paul, Lucius, and  Philostratus’s young philosopher 
Menippus who met a ghost walking from Corinth to Kenchreai. We have already mentioned the 
road to Lechaion which is almost certainly of Roman date and would have provided access to the 
roads that connected connected the northern coast o the Peloponnesus to central Greece. 
Travelers earlier roads almost certainly followed the valleys south of the city to the towns of 
Kleonai, Tenea, Nemea, and the Argolid.  

  
Places 
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Roads and routes in the Corinthia both linked existing settlements and sites and provided a 
framework for sites to develop throughout the Roman and the Late Roman period. It is not 
surprising, for example, that the major Early Christian churches near the city of Corinth stood 
along longstanding Roman roads. The Skoutela and Kodratos basilica stood near two of the 
major Roman roads departing the city from the north and the Kraneion basilica takes its name 
from its location near the Kraneion district renown for its cemetery and its cynical philosopher. 
The Kraneion gate connected the city with its eastern hinterland including the sanctuary at 
Isthmia and Kenchreai.     

 The territory to the east and to the north of the city represented the most productive 
agricultural lands of the city. As our discussion of centuriation showed, these lands were 
prepared for distribution to Roman settlers in the hope of generating taxable income for the 
Roman state. The presence of olives presses cut into the soft limestone of the Isthmus 
unsurprisingly indicates that olives were being cultivated and processed in the region along side 
grain and presumably vines for wine making. It seems likely the massive quarries near the 
modern village of Examilia and around the site of Kromna remained in use during the Roman 
period, although these areas produced comparatively little Roman pottery suggesting that they 
did not see intensive activity. Chris Hayward and Robert Pitt have published a series of informal 
inscriptions from the quarries immediately inland from the harbor at Kenchreai which appear to 
date to the Roman period. These texts appear to have represented the names of individuals 
responsible for quarrying limestone perhaps when they completed their work at a particular 
place. While little is known specifically about the control of these limestone quarries in the 
Roman period, their location astride major thoroughfares or near the harbor undoubtedly 
facilitated their exploitation in the Roman period.  

Some evidence exists for the presence of Roman villas in the hinterland and these were both 
working villas as well as the homes of wealthy Roman landowners. These villas, however, were 
not the self-sufficient villas sometimes imagined for the Roman and particularly the Late Roman 
west, but rather Villas at the sites of Anaploga and Kokkinovrysi stood immediately west of the 
city itself astride roads to Phlius with easy access to the coastal plain and the hilly lands around 
the base of Acrocorinth. Both villas date to the first century, were lavishly decorated with 
mosaics, and had room to accommodate large scale dining and other functions. The 
Kokkinovrysi villa featured a large olive press and other features which indicate agricultural 
processing. On the eastern side of the city at the site of Pano Magoula was a villa that appears to 
date the third century. It to combined luxury appointments including a bath with agricultural 
processing. The Eastern Korinthia Archaeological Survey also identified at least two potential 
unexcavated villas in the central Isthmus. Like the excavated examples these seem to be well 
appointed as well as situated appropriately along major routes of travel and surrounded by 
agriculturally productive land. 

The roads and routes through the Corinthia offered opportunities for monumental display and 
commemoration. The monumental gate at Isthmia, the cemeteries associated with Kraneion gate 
at Kenchreai, the routes extending north from the city of Corinth, the Koutsongila ridge at 
Kenchreai, and clustered around busy regional crossroads such as Kromna on the central 
Isthmus. In these places, individual monuments, such as the so-called Cummer tomb near 
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Kenchreai, the large stepped monument visible on the south side of the Corinth-Isthmia road, and 
the tomb excavated in the 1930s near the old Examilia railroad station seem to confirm 
Pausanias’s contention that the byways of the Corinthia were festooned with monuments. Indeed, 
even the route of Nero’s ambitious canal excavation was marked by a rock cut relief of Heracles 
(or perhaps Nero himself) intended, it would seem, to be visible from the route of the canal. It 
seems probable that other kinds of niches and shrines cut into the soft Corinthian limestone 
provided opportunities of daily devotional practices in the countryside. 

If opportunities for commemoration and displays of piety relied upon and reinforced the 
visible infrastructure of Roman roads, the less visible infrastructure of Corinthian hydraulic 
engineering also contributed to the experience of the Corinthian countryside. The Greeks and the 
Romans cut aqueducts into juncture between the porous limestone cap and the less permeable 
marl layer beneath. These aqueducts served to capture and distribute water throughout Isthmus 
and to increase the flow of natural outlets along the Corinthia’s many natural marine terraces. 
The outlets of these springs in the city itself, including the famous outlets at Peirene, the Sacred 
Spring, and Glauke, and in a line of spring houses and fountains both north and south of the city.  
The northern side of the city features a string of fountains and modified springs that greeted 
visitors entering the city, provided water for agricultural production, and formed important 
focuses of devotional practice. The Fountain of the Lamps, for example, which appears to have 
been part of a bathing complex dating to Greek times and expanded in the first century, became 
the focus of religious activity by the sixth century. A deposit of 4000 lamps, some of which 
evoked angels, suggest that the fountain was the center for votive activity. Another spring and 
fountain complex near the Sanctuary of Asclepius has less certain religious function, but ritual 
bathing often accompanied other activities at healing shrines. Fountain houses of various sizes 
and degrees of almost certainly featured further afield in the Corinthia. Roman period material, 
for example, appeared near an opening in the aqueduct near the church of Ay. Athanasios on the 
Isthmus and this suggests a fountain house of some kind. A more dramatic example stood on the 
coastal plain immediately to the south of the probably route the coastal road. It was originally 
constructed in the 1st century and then rebuilt in the 5th or 6th century in a style consistent with 
the nearby Lechaion basilica. These sites alongside those closer to the city represent the 
intersection of the visible infrastructure of Roman period roads with the less visible 
infrastructure of aqueducts. 

 
The Landscape 

 
The important role that aqueducts played on the Roman landscape of the Corinthia is a 

salutary reminder that many key aspects of the Roman landscape remain invisible to us today. 
Intensive pedestrian survey revealed a continuous carpet of Roman artifacts across the region. 
This not only indicates the intensity of activity across the landscape during the Roman and Late 
Roman period, but also suggests that we only understand a small fraction of the complexity 
present in the countryside during this period. As recent research by the Roman Peasant Project 
has shown for rural Italy, small sites in the countryside reflect a wide range of activities that took 
place outside of the city including agricultural production, burials, religious rituals, and seasonal 
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pastoralism. For the Isthmus, the Eastern Korinthia Archaeological Survey (EKAS) conducted a  
distributional survey in the eastern chora of the city and in the neighborhood of Isthmia and 
Kenchreai. While this survey eschewed the notion of sites, it documented a continuous carpet of 
Roman artifacts in the landscape. These artifacts included millstones, marble revetment as well 
as ceramic artifacts: transport amphora, table and kitchen wares, and various utility wares  
common to daily life in domestic and productive settings. EKAS considered any material datable 
from the 1st century BC to the 8th century AD to be Roman material and artifacts like millstone 
and marble revetment rarely permit a narrower dating when found in the plow zone. Roman 
ceramics, especially in the vicinity of well excavated sites, often allow for narrower dating.  
Pottery datable to the Early Roman pottery, which for EKAS means between 31BC and AD250, 
was distributed widely in the survey area and appeared in significant quantities around the site of 
Isthmia and Kenchreai as well as atop a prominent ridge line called Rachi Boska which likely 
stood near the main road between Corinth and Kenchreai in the central Isthmus. While these 
clusters of Early Roman material suggest activities associated with the settlements at Kenchreai 
and Isthmia, the material at Rachi Boska may reflect a villa or even a cluster of farmsteads.  
Material scattered in lower densities elsewhere in the survey area may reflect lower intensity 
activities, more episodic uses, or vagaries site formation, visibility, and geology. It is notable that 
the area associated with Kromna, which saw not only intensive activity in the Greek period, 
perhaps at least partly associated with quarrying, but also stood near a gate in contemporary 
Hellenistic Transisthmian wall (Wiseman…). The location of this area attracted burials in both 
the Classical-Hellenistic period and in the Roman period and Pettegrew speculated that perhaps 
the traces of earlier activities, particularly burials, preserved the liminal character of area and 
discouraged subsequent Roman activity there.     

Indeed, the distribution of Hellenistic and Early Roman material in the countryside of the 
eastern Corinthia surveyed by EKAS suggests that rural areas remains quite active indeed despite 
the disruptions associated with the Roman sack of the city in 146BC. In some ways, the 
distribution of ceramics as well as the construction of a new road that cut through the abandoned 
sanctuary at Isthmia in the 1st century BC suggests that the Corinthian countryside remained 
productive, or at very least occupied, even after Mummius’s sack. It may be that the Early 
Roman landscapes reflected both continuities with activity present in the Hellenistic landscape of 
the Isthmus and the emergence of new Roman patterns of activity rooted in the redistribution of 
land associated with the centuriation and founding of the Roman colony at Corinth.  

 
Conclusion 

 
By ending this contribution with a brief survey of the results of EKAS, we conclude with a 

view of the Roman landscape in the Corinthia that is bustling with activity. Laced with routes 
that both speak to the transformation of the countryside under Roman rule and continuity with 
earlier forms of rural settlement, the Isthmus, in particular, represents a dynamic space shaped by 
both interregional and local movement. Superimposing Roman centuriation and roads atop 
existing Hellenistic land use, settlements, and religious landscapes formed a spatial analogy for 
the episodic influx of Roman settlers and activity in the region. The founding of the Roman 
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colony at Corinth, Augustus’s investment in the city and its chora, Nero’s efforts to build a canal, 
periodic Flavian interest in Greece, and finally, the early fifth century Theodosian Hexamilion 
wall, invariably drew new residents and new economic opportunities to the Corinthian 
countryside. The towns of Kenchreai and Lechaion and the sanctuary of Isthmia with their 
excavated remains offers some evidence that is suggestive of these episodes. The countryside, in 
contrast, suggests a space that was persistent and adaptive to needs imposed by long-standing 
internal forces and periodic external impetus.       

In this context, St. Paul on his his short trip across the Isthmus to Kenchreai likely 
encountered a range of shrines, burials, villas, farmsteads, and settlements that reflected recent 
investments in the region as well as longstanding practices. When at Kenchreai, he would have 
encountered a booming harbor town of remarkable religious diversity where his famous haircut 
in fulfillment of a vow would have occurred amid a community familiar with worshipers of Isis, 
Dionysios, Artemis, Pan, and, undoubtedly, Christianity. Here, he may have encountered 
merchants, travelers to the sanctuary at Isthmia, abnormally curious donkeys, and local residents 
whose wealth and position came from the fertile fields of the Isthmus and its regional and 
interregional connections.   


